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Excdlencies
Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am very proud to be here today for the sgning of the Financing Agreement and
Contribution Agreement for PRIDE, the “Pecific Regiond Initiatives for the Ddivery of
basic Education”.

PRIDE is the fir¢ programme of the 9" EDF Regiond Indicative Programme to be
sgned and we expect the others to follow soon. (PRIDE is dso the firs 9" EDF
programme to be dgned in any of the ACP regions, and that's another reason why we
should be proud today).

PRIDE is ds “a fird” in another fidd: dthough not initidly desgned as such, it
developed into a co-funding initiative between the European Union and New Zedand.
Something we ae very happy about and which we would like to see repested in the
region, whenever the priorities of both agencies coincide. It happened because the
CROP HRD Working Group invited other donors with an interet in Education to join
them, so trangparency hes dready Sarted to pay its dividendsin this case.

The programme, for which the European Union is contributing € 8 million, will assg the
Pacific Idand countriesto:

(1) devdop and drengthen comprehendve draegies for the Education Sector, which
indude formd and non-forma education and

(2) implement some priorities of those Srategies.

It consolidates the drategic basis on which countryled development operates and this in
asector that is crucid for the future development of the region: Education.



The inditution implementing the project is the Universty of the South Pecific, a partner
with which the EDF has increasingly become involved over the last years  Another
expected result of the programme is that it will contribute to srengthen USP's capacity to
assg Padific countries in srategic planning and the implementation of basic education.

New Zedand has dready provided funding for the dart-up activities and that dlowed
USP to sdect the technicd assgtance team, which seems to be of excelent qudity. We
expect recruitment and full implementation to follow in the coming days.

| would like to remind dl here present today of the need to meke this an indudve and
conaultative process, from the outsst.  Educdion in the region is seen by some as
divorced from locd cultures, vdues and traditions and in many cases communities and
even paents view the sthool as an unfamiliar inditution, with which they ae not
involved.

Thexe dtitudes are not exclusve to the region, nor to developing countries.  Educetion is
one of the “difficult” sectors in most Europeen countries, one which dphons huge
budgets and seems dways reedy to breed new chalenges.

Such is the nature of working with children and the youth, the true motors d change in
any society. Such are the difficulties of finding a baance between the vaues traditions
and culture we want to preserve and the fast, ever fadter, changes in the world and in the
agpirations of our youngsters.

It turns out that our children are not happy in the kind of school environment we grew up
in, they are not interested by the same subjects, or by the methods how these subjects are
presented.  And it seems that they tend to be less docile than we were when schoal redity
did not meet our aspiretions.

No durgble baance has ever been found for this chdlenge the only certainty is that what
seems right today will be out-of-dete in ten years time, or sooner. It is a chdlenge not cut
for the fant a hat and it is one that can have most dedructive consequences if a
reasonably gppropriate solution is not found. Cases of “log generations’ abound in

higory...

Unfortunately there is no “one dze fits dl” in this line of busness but the chdlenges
often have common issues and we can dl benefit from joining our efforts and

experiences.

The patnership being seded here today involving two donors and two regiond
organizations of the Pedfic should be the modd for the future direction of the
progranme: partnership as a key-concept. The Cotonou Agreement officidly introduces
the nondae actors as full patners in devdopment. Few other sectors would be as
aopropriate for this goproach as Education.  Although it may be difficult & times and
definitdy more time consuming, it is imperdive that communities ae involved in



nationd decisons affecting the future of Educaion in ther country. At the end of the
day we are talking about the future of their children

It is our role, as members of this partnership, to ensure that we are successful in this
endeavour. We smply owe that to the present generation of Pacific Idanders.

Before | finish, pleese dlow me to join Mr Levi in paying homage to the memory of Mr
Savenaca Swatibau. 1t would not be possble to present PRIDE without remembering
Swa who, as head of the CROP Working Group, o decisvely contributed to the find
design of the programme. And | will remind you that he used to refer to the growing
numbers of young people leaving schod without minimum skills to secure a job as a
“time bomb’. This expresson gives a true pergpective of the chadlenge the Pecific idand
countries have before them. We hope that PRIDE will assgt them to address that
chdlenge successfully. As | sad, we owe that to the present generation of Pecific
Idanders, and we dso owe it to Swa s memory.
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